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what is the future of the oil and gas sector in lebanon following the recent discovery of these valuable resources in the southern mediterranean including in the

cypriot and israeli offshore reserves the possibility of lebanon also becoming a petroleum producing country has been raised this collection of essays addresses the
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major challenges and opportunities that accompany the country s hope to join the petroleum club covering the key policy issues from lebanon s susceptibility to the

oil curse to the environmental risks of production this book brings together expert analysis to offer answers at the institutional level of central importance the

contributors argue is that for lebanon to benefit from the discovery of petroleum it must first reform its institutions with the full support of the voting public and

civil society combining rigorous quantitative and qualitative research the lebanese center for policy studies has produced here an essential book that puts petroleum in

lebanon and the important questions that come with it within a global perspective

this book gathers the latest research innovations and applications in the field of civil engineering as presented by leading national and international academics

researchers engineers and postgraduate students at the awam international conference on civil engineering 2019 aicce 19 held in penang malaysia on august 21 22

2019 the book covers highly diverse topics in the main fields of civil engineering including structural and earthquake engineering environmental engineering geotechnical

engineering highway and transportation engineering water resources engineering and geomatic and construction management in line with the conference theme transforming the

nation for a sustainable tomorrow which relates to the united nations 17 global goals for sustainable development it highlights important elements in the planning

and development stages to establish design standards beneficial to the environment and its surroundings the contributions introduce numerous exciting ideas that spur

novel research directions and foster multidisciplinary collaborations between various specialists in the field of civil engineering

the prominence of politically themed entertainment is evident across the global media landscape given its popularity it is important to gain a firm understanding of the

mechanisms through which this diverse and multi faceted content can generate democratic outcomes in addition it is essential to isolate and predict properly the

strength of a given effect and the conditions under which a specific outcome will become evident the works contained in this edited volume explore affect and cognition

driven processes of influence recognizing that humans are both emotional and rational beings in addition empirical evidence is offered to isolate and compare specific types

of political entertainment media content e g different types of satire and citizens proclivities for this content e g a person s affinity for political humor in order to

best understand the complex means by which entertainment media can generate political influence attention is also paid to expanding what can and should be defined as
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political entertainment media which includes opinion based political talk programming the collection and its authors represent a global perspective to reflect the rise of

political entertainment media as a global phenomenon this book was originally published as a special issue of mass communication and society

for nearly sixty years tvr produced some of the most thrilling spine tingling hand built sports cars to emerge from any british motor manufacturer yet it was the

period between 1981 and 2004 under the management of peter wheeler when the company finally shook off its shed built roots and proved that it could produce cars

that could match anything from maranello or stuttgart in terms of performance but at a fraction of their price illustrated with over 300 photographs tvr cars of

the peter wheeler era tells the story of the design development and engineering of some of tvr s fastest outrageous and most successful cars from the retro styled

s1 to the racing tuscan 1000bhp speed twelve and the brutal sagaris

this book offers a new understanding of the nature of power seeking insurgent groups by empirically examining the use of violence by hamas in the palestinian israeli

conflict though hamas has learned to ride the tides of popular support it remains suspended between its quest to achieve the values of its ardent supporters

reclamation of land through force and the desire to grow popular support this tension is reflected in how and when the group exercises violent resistance the

theoretical framework applied in this volume provides a simple construct to understand the dynamics that result in use and non use of violence under changing

environmental conditions by hamas but could be applied more broadly to other power seeking insurgent groups including isil the book weaves together the dynamics

between violent actions and internal and external influences on hamas including expressed values of the group palestinian popular support measures leaders personalities

and innovation weapons and tactics israeli influence and targeted killings peace processes and conflicts in gaza syria iraq and egypt with newly assembled datasets on

hamas violent acts and public statements israeli targeted killings historical measures of popular support and extensive field interviews the book offers a fresh

perspective on insurgent group violence by demonstrating under what conditions the group exercises violence or refrains from doing so this book will be of much interest

to both policy makers and students of the arab israeli conflict political violence middle eastern politics security studies and international relations in general
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this compact insightful book offers an up to the minute guide to understanding the evolution of maritime territorial disputes in east asia exploring their legal political

security and economic dimensions against the backdrop of a brewing sino american rivalry for hegemony in the asia pacific region it traces the decades long evolution of

sino american relations in asia and how this pivotal relationship has been central to prosperity and stability in one of the most dynamics regions of the world it also

looks at how middle powers from japan and australia to india and south korea have joined the fray trying to shape the trajectory of the territorial disputes in the

western pacific which can in turn alter the future of asia and ignite an international war that could re configure the global order the book examines how the maritime

disputes have become a litmus test of china s rise whether it has and will be peaceful or not and how smaller powers such as vietnam and the philippines have been

resisting beijing s territorial ambitions drawing on extensive discussions and interviews with experts and policy makers across the asia pacific region the book highlights

the growing geopolitical significance of the east and south china sea disputes to the future of asia providing insights into how the so called pacific century will

shape up
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